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2019: What lies in store for Republic of Kichdi
Sandeep Bamzai
Retrofit

A

re both the
BJP and the
Congress
reading the
tea
leaves
wrong
for
the battle of
2019? In their
visceral hatred for one another, they continue to obsess
about each other and perhaps
this will allow both to be blindsided by the ragtag bobtail
army of federal chieftains who
are waiting to bushwhack
them. Lying as they are in wait
to ambuscade them, driven
into the ground due to the
BJP’s heft of majoritarianism
over the last four years. Attempts at acute polarisation in
West Bengal, use of investigative agencies in Bihar, Muslim
bashing in Uttar Pradesh, shoot and scoot politics in Odisha
to break Naveen Patnaik’s party, muscle-flexing against the
Shiv Sena in Maharashtra and
Telengana, going back on funding commitments for N. Chandrababu Naidu in Andhra
Pradesh — there are myriad
reasons for malcontent against
the ruling dispensation in the
federated state of India. While
one rails about the dynasty, the
other rants about the fascist
agenda of the RSS and BJP,
and neither speaks about development or about lifting the
masses of people out of poverty
with intent and initiatives. Blinded by rage, the top deck leadership of both parties indulges
in cheap name-calling.

The ingrained loathing and
personal animosity that the
Congress first family shares
for the Prime Minister, and
vice versa, has been a running
saga over these last four years.
It has turned into an singleminded obsession on both
sides as they attack each other
relentlessly, displaying an
aversion and hostility seldom
seen in politics. Norman Mailer would have summed up the
situation like this: Obsession
is the single most wasteful
human activity, because with
an obsession, you keep coming
back and back and back to the
same question, and never get
an answer. So true, because
you end up expending energy
in trying to convince the
electorate that the other is
“injurious for health”. In the
process, what we have seen is
that the BJP has ended up
cloning
Congress
social
welfare
economic
model,
veering left of centre. Of
course, one cannot deny that
PM Narendra Modi has widened
and
deepened
administrative reform, but
failed abysmally when it comes
to structural reform. He can
take
credit
for
the
demonetisation, which was an
unmitigated disaster in terms
of causing massive demand
destruction even as it served
the short-term goal of crippling
Mayawati’s cash economy just
before the UP elections. But he
can’t do the same for an under
and ill-prepared GST, which

was rammed down the throat
of India and has wreaked
havoc on small businesses,
traders and exporters. For the
finance minister was adamant
that this reform should be
pushed despite the whole
world asking for a brief
extension.
The mismanagement of the
fuel economy is the latest
measure of arrogance as the
government brazens it out.
Their thinking is predicated on
the fact that those who can
afford `60 can afford `70 and
then `80, and so on, even as
household budgets turn into
wastelands. Excise hikes and
VAT have resulted in almost
`450,000 crores accruing to the
Centre and the states, courtesy
a spike in crude prices, but
with no respite forthcoming
for the common man. The
scenario that exists in India
currently reminds me of 1989,
where the challenger Raja of
Manda V.P. Singh discredited
PM Rajiv Gandhi, besieged as
he was over Bofors, the IPKF
action in Sri Lanka, a
defamation bill to curb
scurrilous
writing
and
criminal imputation, Shah
Bano and even the promise of
Ram Rajya, breaks free of the
Congress to set up the Jan
Morcha. Three blocs emerged
then too — a tattered and tired
Congress under the shadow of
Bofors,
a
fractious
but
seemingly united Opposition
under V.P. Singh and the BJP.
V.P. Singh was seen as a
messiah with his earthy
metaphors and biting sarcasm
raising the war cry of Bofors
ka Dalal kaun? Rajiv Gandhi —
came the response from the
groundswell. Accompanied by
his comrades in arms Arun
Nehru and Arif Mohammed
Khan, the splinter targeted
Rajiv Gandhi personally very
much like what PM Modi and

PM Modi and Rahul
Gandhi may well have
to recalibrate their battle plans... Growth and
development have
been consigned to the
ashes of history; Hindu
majoritarianism, antiminorityism and hope
and fear, dominate the
political narrative.
Rahul Gandhi are doing to one
another right now.
For the first time since Mrs
Indira Gandhi’s Emergency
debacle,
the
index
of
Opposition unity manifested
itself as the National Front
under V.P. Singh won 143
seats, the once invincible but
now
completely
isolated
Congress 197, the BJP 85 and
the Left 45 seats. Imagine the
BJP and Left combined to
support the National Front
even as Rajiv Gandhi told
President R. Venkatraman
that he could not form the
government. Knowing fully
well that there were inherent
contradictions
in
this
patchwork quilt, it all fell apart
very quickly. It began on the
wrong foot. In a dramatic
meeting in the Central Hall of
Parliament on December 1,
V.P. Singh proposed the name
of Devi Lal as Prime Minister,
in spite of the fact that he
himself had been clearly
projected by the anti-Congress
forces
as
the
“clean”
alternative to Rajiv and their
PM candidate. Devi Lal, a Jat
leader from Haryana, stood up
and refused the nomination,
and said that he would prefer
to be an “elder uncle” to the
government, and that V.P.
Singh should be PM. This
stunned Chandra Shekhar, the
former head of the erstwhile

Janata Party, and V.P. Singh’s
bete noire within the Janata
Dal. Chandra Shekhar, who
had clearly expected that an
agreement had been forged
with Devi Lal as consensus
candidate, stormed out of the
meeting and refused to serve in
the Cabinet. The fissures and
knives were out soon. Imagine
the Indian Right and Left
supporting the centrist forces,
the dichotomy burst out in the
open. His government fell after
V.P. Singh, along with Lalu
Prasad Yadav in Bihar, had
L.K. Advani arrested in
Samastipur
(Bihar)
and
stopped his rathyatra, which
was going to the Babri Masjid
site in Ayodhya on October 23,
1990, and the BJP withdrew
support to the V.P. Singh
government, which lost a
parliamentary
vote
of
confidence on November 7,
1990. Along came Chandra
Shekhar, who broke away from
the Janata Dal with 64 MPs,
and formed the Samajwadi
Janata Party in 1990. He got
outside support from the
Congress and became the 11th
Prime Minister of India. He
finally resigned on March 6,
1991, after the Congress alleged
that the government was
spying on Rajiv Gandhi. The
wheel had come full circle,
another perilous experiment
with coalition truth had been
exposed.
Now 27 years later, as you go
into the final bend of the grand
hustings of 2019 (perhaps even
earlier in November 2018
itself), the faux construct of
another alliance is in place
with the same contradictions
and hunger for the top job. The
experiment in Gorakhpur and
Phulpur, more recently in
Karnataka and now in Kairana
(UP) and Bhandara-Gondiya
(Maharashtra), has shown that
when the Opposition presents

a united face, then the BJP
struggles. These results will
add to the confusion. The BJP
is thinking that it is fighting
the Congress in 2019 and vice
versa. Both may fall short of
the big number of 272, the BJP
marginally and the Congress
hugely. It is the regional
satraps who will dominate —
Mamata Banerjee in West
Bengal (42 seats), Akhilesh
Yadav and Mayawati (80 seats)
in UP, the RJD along with the
Congress in Bihar (40 seats),
Shiv Sena and NCP in Maharashtra (48 seats), Tamil Nadu
(39 seats), which may well see a
quadrangular contest (DMK vs
AIADMK vs Rajinikanth vs
Kamal
Haasan),
Andhra
Pradesh
(25)
where
N.
Chandrababu Naidu’s TDP is
dominant,
Telangana
(17
seats), where K. Chandrasekhar Rao calls the shots and
Odisha (21 seats), where
Naveen Patnaik still rules.
The Congress should do well
in Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, perhaps New
Delhi, where there may be a
triangular contest with the
AAP and BJP for seven seats.
Equally, the BJP will polarise
voters and do well in the Hindi
Hindu heartland of UP, Bihar,
Jharkhand,
Maharashtra,
parts of Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat,
Himachal,
Chhattisgarh and Karnataka.
Despite ruling in 20 states, the
BJP has no presence in large
swathes of India — two MPs in
Andhra, one in Telangana, one
in Odisha, one in Tamil Nadu,
three in West Bengal, none in
Kerala.
In 2014, the BJP got 73 seats
along with Apna Dal in UP, 22
in Bihar out of 40, 23 in
Maharashtra, 10 in Chhattisgarh, 12 in Jharkhand, 17 in
Karnataka, 26 in Gujarat, 27 in

Why sex education in schools is vital
Devi Kar

Our children are already
exposed to much more
than we would like to
believe. We must come to
terms with reality, and do
what we can to nurture
our children to develop
an informed, respectful
and healthy attitude
towards their own bodies,
and that of others.

S

ince the importance of
an all-round education
is stressed worldwide,
most schools teach certain life skills to their
students even if the official curriculum does not require them
to do so. Children learn to garden, cook, stitch, administer
first-aid, follow the traffic rules
and so on. The board curricula
have, over the years, included
environmental studies, work
education, community service
and even disaster management.
However, we in India have studiedly neglected the one life skill
that is most urgently needed by
schoolchildren today — which
is sex education.
It is really puzzling why we
haven’t even started thinking
about introducing a graduated
Sex and Relationship programme in our schools. Apart
from the usual consequences of
underage pregnancies, sexually
transmitted diseases and nonconsensual sexual acts, we are
currently going through seriously troubled times. All across
the world, India is being
labelled as a country of rapists.
Every single day there is some
news about a gory incident of
child abuse or gangrape. We
know that rape is a very complex matter, and apart from raw
lust it can involve the assertion
of power and entitlement or a
crude form of revenge. History
informs us that young girls and
boys were procured to satisfy
the rich and powerful. But surely in this day and age, we can

expect a more civilised attitude
towards sex? So far, as a society,
we have always baulked at the
thought of speaking openly
about sex and sexuality — leave
alone explaining these important issues to our children.
It was hoped that the
Prevention of Child Sexual
Offences Act (passed in 2012)
would facilitate the reporting of
cases and act as deterrent to
potential molesters and rapists.
Indeed, statistics from the
National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) indicate that under the
Posco Act the number of cases
registered for child abuse
increased from 8,904 in 2014 to
14,913 in 2015. At present, the
rape of a minor under the age of
12 invites the death sentence.
But clearly, these steps are not
enough. Rape stories still
abound, and children continue
to be abused. It is high time we
recognised that the only way to
bring about a change of attitude
is through appropriate sex education. Self-defence training for
girls has been strongly recommended by many, but it often
proves to be ineffectual as the
findings indicate that most
predators are members of the
family or are well-known to the
victim. Children are quite helpless in such situations. The disclosure by a recent survey that
more than 50 per cent of our
children are sexually abused is
shocking, and surprisingly, we
also learnt that a little more
than half (52 per cent) of the
abused children are boys. Yet,

neither family nor school does
anything concrete to address
the issue.
Truth to tell, there has been
some reaction. Suddenly, everyone has become exceedingly
enthusiastic about teaching
small children about “bad
touch” and “good touch”. While
this may seem sensible, great
care has to be taken as to how to
get children to understand the
difference. It is quite possible
for a child to be confused
between a good and a bad touch,
and some touches may seem
quite ambiguous to them. These
confusions can have serious
consequences and innocent
relationships can be marred by
misperceptions. Only trained
and reliable persons should be
entrusted with the responsibility of sensitising children to the
implications of sex and sexuality. It is not only the threats
posed by sex-hungry perverts
and other dangers of sexual
relationships that young people
should be made aware of — it is
equally important for them to
know the beauty of physical
intimacy and ultimately the
miracle of birth.
Some time recently Satyagopal
Dey, Child Protection and
Advocacy Head, Vikramshila
Education Resource Society,
sent me his article that was carried in a Bengali daily. It was an
excellent piece which called for
appropriate sex education to
combat the growing menace of
child abuse.
Since voices are now being

raised for the safety of children,
let us stop feeling inhibited or
squeamish about dealing with
sexuality at the school level.
Our children are already
exposed to much more than we
would like to believe. Social
norms have changed radically
in recent times — so let us not
be hypocritical and pretend that
“Indian culture” does not breed
promiscuity and that our young
are as pure as driven snow. We
must come to terms with reality,
and do what we can to nurture
our children to develop an
informed,
respectful
and
healthy attitude towards their
own bodies, and that of others.
Finally, let us remember that
more boys than girls are sexually abused, so they must be an
integral part of this programme.
Besides, just as girls (and so
should small boys) are taught to
protect themselves from potential molesters and rapists, boys
as they grow older must be
taught to be respectful and
responsible in their behaviour
towards the opposite sex. And at
an appropriate time, children
must be helped to understand
that it isn’t just a simple binary
world of males and females that
we live in — there are many
shades and nuances of sexuality
and sexual orientation. Inclusivity and compassion must be
fostered from the beginning. We
must remember sex education is
not about safety alone.

The writer is a veteran school
educator based in Kolkata

THE NYT CROSSWORD
ACROSS
1 Arnaz of “I Love Lucy”
5 Skewered meat dishes
11 Col. Sanders’s
restaurant
14 Muscat’s land
15 Battery terminals
16 Not feeling well
17 62-Across landmark
19 Siegfried’s partner in
Vegas
20 Laurence who wrote
“Tristram Shandy”
21 Vietnamese holiday
22 What’s thrown in a
cafeteria fight
23 Blue Jays’ home, for
short
24 62-Across museum
26 Turn down, as an
offer
29 N.B.A. coach Steve
30 62-Across bridge
32 “I know! I know!”
36 Opposite of WSW
37 Basketball venue
40 Roadside bomb, for
short
41 Artoo-___ of “Star
Wars”
44 62-Across school
47 Clutch

50 Toy that shoots foam
darts
51 62-Across cathedral
55 “… or so ___ told”
56 ___ vera
57 Airport guess, for
short
58 Exile
61 Family members
62 World capital that’s
the theme of this puzzle
64 She tasted the forbidden fruit
65 Many
66 One of three in a hat
trick
67 Dôme ___ Invalides
(historic church)
68 Extends, as a lease
69 Abbr. on many a cornerstone

DOWN
1 Bucks’ mates
2 Let out
3 Social Security,
Medicare, etc., collectively
4 Leading the pack
5 Green vegetable with
tightly curled leaves
6 Suffix with differ
7 Diner seating option

8 Trade publication
read along Madison
Avenue
9 Ladybug or scarab
10 Ukr., e.g., once
11 Big name in Russian
ballet
12 Elevator stop
13 Bonnie’s partner in
crime
18 Scandal-ridden company of the early
2000s
22 Pelts
24 Grand ___
(cultural trip
around Europe)
25 “… man ___
mouse?”
26 Zoomed
27 Top-notch
28 Drink that’s often
iced
31 Second-largest
city of Morocco,
after Casablanca
33 Mythical ruler of
Crete
34 List of options
35 Genesis garden
38 ___ of the
above
39 “Vous êtes ici”
(“You ___ here”)

42 Shrek, e.g.
43 Galena or
bauxite
45 Hide-out for Br’er
Rabbit
46 At the point in one’s
life
48 Think up
49 St. Genevieve, for 62Across
51 Like a jaybird, in an
idiom
52 Shade of

green
53 Shades of color
54 State formed
as part of the
Missouri Compromise
58 Bosom buddies, in
modern lingo
59 Sing like Ella
Fitzgerald
60 Clutched
62 Golf course
standard
63 Strew, as seed

MP, 25 in Rajasthan, seven out
of seven in Delhi and five out of
five
in
Uttarakhand.
A
collective federal front, say
under the leadership of a
Yashwant Sinha and a few
more rebels from the BJP, may
do a lot better if they get their
calculus right. It may well be
that the BJP falls short and as a
political pariah like Rajiv
Gandhi in 1989 becomes the
single largest party, but cannot
form the government, and the
federal front, bickering over
who will head the government
(because the Congress will
want to foist its man), actually
ends up in power with the
Congress supporting it from
the outside. Obviously the
pulls and pressures on this
type of government will be
immense, the internecine
sniping in the Republic of
Kichdi a given with the ability
to combust at any point in time
weighed as it will be under
congenital
contradictions,
almost paradoxical.
This scenario has many
game-changers, first and foremost remains PM Modi’s unparalleled popularity and skill
as a demagogue, he will obviously be the campaigner in chief
and complementing him will
be Amit Shah’s fabled booth
management techniques using
tireless karyakartas as the
vanguard. As Mark Zuckerberg says, strategy is about
making choices; trade offs, it is
deliberately choosing to be
different. PM Modi and Rahul
Gandhi may well have to
recalibrate their battle plans,
for the India of 2018-19 is
different from that of AprilMay 2014. Growth and development have been consigned to
the ashes of history; Hindu
majoritarianism,
antiminorityism and hope and
fear, dominate the political
narrative.

Sadguru Rameshji

The objective of
goal matters
M

any people, while pursuing to achieve their
goal, forget the objective for which the goal is
pursued. They largely focus on the goal and
ignore the objective.
Goal is referred to something which you want to
acquire or achieve, but the objective of goal is the
purpose for which you want to achieve or acquire
that goal.
For example, one’s goal could be to earn a lot of
money, own a big house, big car, have comfort,
name, fame, status, recognition, etc, but the objective to acquire these things is to gain happiness and
live peacefully.
Now, does everybody who has earned a lot of
money and who owns a big house with all the comforts are happy in life? Or is it that the people who do
not own all these things are unhappy?
If there is clarity on the objective for which a goal
is being pursued then irrespective of whether one
earns a lot of money and owns a big house or not, one
will still try to remain happy as one knows that life’s
objective is to be happy and not merely to earn
money or own a big house.
One might have chosen money, big house, career as
the mode or medium to be happy, but if that does not
give happiness then acquiring all that goes waste.
Once we know that they are only medium to get happiness and not the main objective of life then our
happiness does not get dependent on them.
Another example from day to day life is when you
have to travel from point A to point B in your city.
Ideally, you may choose a
medium to reach your destination in the shortest time
and in a comfortable mode.
But eventually your goal is
not the medium through
which you may travel but
your destination. So, even if
you are not able to get the
fastest mode of transport
and very comfortable one
yet it should not matter how you get there — it could
be in an auto rickshaw, it could be in a taxi, it could
be in a Mercedes car, or it could be on foot. What
should solely matter is the objective — getting to
point B!
Hence, it is imperative that more than the goal to
acquire something what is important is the objective
for which we want to acquire. That should be crystal
clear. We need to consciously gauge ourselves —
whether we are, unknowingly, assuming our path to
be our objective. If we are doing so, we need to correct it and remind ourselves of the ultimate objective!
And spiritually speaking, the true purpose of
human life is to achieve a state of eternal happiness,
also known as “enlightenment”. And achieving this
state is only possible in human life. But we get so
entangled in materialistic things that we do not even
bother to find out what the actual objective of our life
is. We should try and be in a state of bliss, irrespective of the situations we face, the problems that we
encounter and without causing trouble to others
around us.
This practice of always being in a state of bliss will
help us achieve our ultimate objective.

Sadguru Rameshji is a modern age spiritual
guru and the force behind Poorna Ananda,
a Hyderabad-based centre for spiritual
evolution and joyful living. He can be
contacted at www.poornaananda.org

