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ACTIVE AGEING RAIN DANCE
Word  SPY

An ageing process in which people
remain active physically and mentally

A mostly ceremonial sequence of actions performed in
the hope that they will solve a computer problem

THE NYT CROSSWORD

W
hen an
accident
happens
or a
c h i l d
h a s
b e e n
harmed

in school, it is only natural for
all schools to review their safe-
ty measures. However, attend-
ing to safety should be an ongo-
ing concern and not just a
knee-jerk reaction to the imme-
diate calamity.

The most recent instance was
the horrifying Ryan School
incident in Gurgaon when a
Class 2 boy was found in the
toilet with a slit throat. From
all accounts it appears that the
basic precaution of barring
adults from using children’s
toilets had not been taken. But
the nation went into overdrive
and all kinds of weird theories
and suggestions were bandied
about. Indeed, some of the mea-
sures recommended by the rel-
evant authorities are quite
absurd. Perhaps they were
hastily broadcast to prevent

the intensification of public
protests that invariably follow.

It was reassuring to read 
Dr Krishna Kumar’s article
titled “Ryan murder: Why
installing more CCTVs will not
protect our children”. “The
real problem”, he says, “lies in
the commercialisation of edu-
cation, not just the verification
of staff”. I agree wholehearted-
ly. Contractual staff and out-
sourced labour will not gener-
ate a safe and congenial school
environment where each indi-
vidual has a sense of belonging
and feels responsible for the
welfare of the school. We need
to look at school safety from
different perspectives.

A basic safety audit would
cover potential hazards from
various sources such as elec-
tric gadgets, food, water, furni-
ture and fixtures, chemicals
used in labs and playground
equipment. Are licences in
order, are electric outlets and
wiring checked, is the furni-
ture examined for jagged
edges, are railings and window
grilles securely fixed, are doors

to the roof, lab stores and elec-
tric meter boxes locked, are the
fire-fighting devices functional
and can they be efficiently
used when required, is medical
help at hand in an emergency:
these checks must be routinely
made. Nevertheless, accidents
will happen, but they should
not happen because of negli-
gence. The other day a young
father who was rather well-
built tripped and fell on top of
his tiny daughter on the pave-
ment outside my school.
Subsequently, we heard that
the little girl had to be operated
on for a thigh bone fracture.
The father too had broken his
elbow. Curiously, the pave-
ment itself was not uneven and
we tried to figure out what it
was that had made the gentle-
man trip and fall. This accident
led me to wonder what the con-
sequences would have been if a
similar accident had occurred
in our playing field. If a solidly
built senior student had
tripped and fallen on a frail
child and the latter had frac-
tured a bone, what a hue and
cry there would have been —
depending of course on the
nature of the parents con-
cerned. We really need to
accept that even with close
supervision accidents can hap-
pen.

So far as deliberate harm
inflicted on children by
employees of the school is con-
cerned, background checks

and police verifications are
understandable. But the sug-
gestion of psychometric tests
to diagnose criminal propensi-
ties is quite ridiculous, to put it
mildly. If such tests were effec-
tive, policemen all over the
world would have no problem
identifying criminals.

Another strange suggestion
that is made each time a girl is
harmed is to employ only
women employees. Women
security guards, women sweep-
ers and cleaners and now
women bus drivers — there is
no word about women garden-
ers as yet — are preferred in
girls’ schools. I seriously won-
der why only women should be
perceived as trustworthy and
why girls should grow up in a
single-gender world.

I am convinced that in the
long run, it is education for all
that is required to ensure a
safe environment. Focusing on
young girls and women and

teaching them to protect and
defend themselves from and
against men is such a blink-
ered approach. So we have
experts teaching little girls to
distinguish between “good
touch” and “bad touch” and
filling their little heads with
dark suspicions about the
world they live in. As they
grow older they are advised to
dress “decently” and to remain
indoors after dusk. And if they
do venture outdoors, they must
be escorted by reliable males.

Respect for women is some-
thing that has become a myth
in our cities. It is a matter of
great concern that sex educa-
tion is not imparted to boys.
Boys need sex education more
urgently than girls. They have
to be taught about basic civil
behaviour and respect for
women’s bodies. The fact that
women demand equality with
men also implies that there
should be mutual respect. This
holds good for teachers and
students as well.
Unfortunately, we have had
cases of teachers misusing
their positions of authority
and harming their students
physically and psychological-
ly. Children must feel safe with
their teachers. In my opinion,
the first requirement of a
schoolteacher is that she has a
genuine love for children. A
teacher may deliver brilliant
lessons in the classroom but
she is not fit to be in school

unless she knows how to han-
dle children sensitively. When
we consider support staff, we
need to remember that merely
being a woman does not guar-
antee safety. Sadly, there are
instances where women have
colluded with men to kidnap
children for monetary gain.
The answer is to have a team of
trustworthy men and women
working in every school.

Then there are other kinds of
dangers. Awareness pro-
grammes with regard to the
dangers of the cyber world,
drug and substance abuse need
to be held regularly by experts

but at the same time care must
be taken to see that children
don’t become nervous wrecks
in the process. In fact, children
should be made to develop a
sense of responsibility so that
they feel that it is their duty to
report to their teachers if they
suspect any of their peers of
indulging in dangerous activi-
ties including “self-harm”.

It is particularly important in
these violent times that our
children should feel safe and
happy — at least in school.

The writer is a veteran school
educator based in Kolkata

S
ometimes one wonders
when male politicians
will learn gender sen-
sitivity? Don’t they
know it’s just not

kosher to make jokes about
Harvey Weinstein, one of the
most despised men on the plan-
et right now? However, sur-
prisingly, on the 60th anniver-
sary of the Today programme
on Radio 4 (a landmark show
many tune into for the day’s
agenda) — Michael Gove, a
Cabinet minister, may have
actually thought he was giving
the presenter John Humphrys
a compliment when he said
“Sometimes I think coming
into the studio with you John is
a bit like going into Harvey
Weinstein’s bedroom — you
hope to emerge with your dig-
nity intact.” Yes, Mr
Humphrys — that “joke” was
meant to make you feel invinci-
ble and macho! Hope you got it!

If that was not ghastly enough
— former Labour leader Neil
Kinnock added (yes, this is a
joke, too!) — “John goes way
past groping. Way past grop-
ing.”

Yes, folks and then everyone
laughed. It’s absolutely okay, of
course, when you are three
privileged white men (as one
listener pointed out) — and you
seriously have no idea what it
is to be raped. While at least Mr
Gove had the grace to apologise
(on Twitter!) — nothing was
heard from Mr Kinnock.

How long will it take for men
in the UK to become aware of
the sexual indignities women
continue to face? 

I remembered Salman Khan’s
remark about how each time he
went in to the wrestling arena
he felt “raped”, while shooting
Sultan. And you will recollect
the huge furore it created. 

But to make a so-called “hilar-
ious” comparison with Mr
Weinstein is sickening. 

Hopefully the two politicians
were given a lesson in “sensi-
tive behaviour”. But what
about the (male) journalists

who happily tweeted the
remarks? How come the BBC
(undoubtedly run by another
white male) has not issued any
reprimands?

But while BBC might not
be quick off the mark
defending gender issues

(remember how we discovered
a while ago that women
anchors were being paid much
less than men) — they are cer-
tainly on the lookout for older
anchors, according to some
news reports! Wow, that is
indeed reassuring — as it
seems they have discovered
that Richard Attenborough at
91 and Mary Berry at 82 have a
huge fan following. So perhaps
a chosen few with wrinkles and
“expertise” would be wel-
comed. Alison Kirkham, the
head of the BBC’s factual
department, is now actively
looking for older anchors —
that is, anyone over the age of
70.

This mission is welcome in an
environment in which (not
very long ago) we read about
one private TV channel anchor
in the UK who underwent plas-
tic surgery just so she would
remain young forever. And she
shared the entire blood-soaked
process in a popular magazine.
Let’s hope Indian TV will also
stop running after PYTs… And
yes, I know we have Amitabh
Bachchan, but he is only 70!
For India — where a 47-year-
old leader is considered
“youthful”, 70 is early middle
age!

Well, well, well… never
let it be said that I did
not try to read Lincoln

in the Bardo, the winner of the
Man Booker Prize, 2017. It does
occasionally happen that a
much-praised book lies on
one’s bedside table, gathering
moss… and this is such a
moment! But I am sure I will be
able to get back to it, because
critics have already warned us
that this is a book that requires

patience — and only as you
plough through a substantial
number of pages do you begin
to appreciate its deep narra-
tive… etc, etc. For me, a
straightforward book in which
President Lincoln mourns his
son, would have been really
interesting — but to read a
whole book based on sparse
mutterings from corpses
buried near the dead boy, can
be a little tiresome. Most of the
writing appears like a series of
tweets from beyond the grave.
But then it is infinitely better
than if Elmet, a book written
on a mobile phone, had won.
This is a worrying sign that
more and more books appear to
be written for people to read on
the Tube… whatever happened
to the nice, chunky novel —
worthy, full of descriptive pas-
sages? Gone with the wind, I
suspect.

Meanwhile, the real rea-
son I like Amal Allana
is not because she is

perfect — but because she is
perfect and has a real job. (This
is different from being Kate
Middleton, who is also perfect,

but only has to be perfect at
being perfect. That is her only
job.) And so Ms Allana blew
everyone away by arriving at a
Halloween party in LA, where
the ’70s were the theme wear-
ing a glittery sequinned jump-
suit, with her hair in an Afro.
Now tell me another UK-based
lawyer who can attempt at
reparation of the Elgin
Marbles, rescue of Muslim
political exiles, successfully
marry George Clooney, have
twins (a boy and a girl), and
then appear within four
months at the Venice film festi-
val — and now Hollywood —
whilst leaving many celebrities
scrambling for media space. I
think the time has come for the
Indian government to hire her
to get back the Kohinoor — and
a bunch of other stuff. (I would
also like Maharaja Ranjit
Singh’s throne, please, to be
sent back to India.) She is the
only lawyer in the world who
will keep the agenda in the
headlines, 24x7. And she could
drape a mean sari too…

KKiisshhwwaarr  DDeessaaii is an award-
winning author

Of sexual indignities & perfect Allana
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1 *Not pointed … and
the start of an eight-
step word ladder
6 Pinheads
11 It may be coddled
14 Perez who was nom-
inated for an Oscar for
“Fearless”
15 *Say impetuously
16 Follower of “me” as
a statement and “you”
as a question
17 He said “What
Washington needs is
adult supervision”
18 Ballet support
19 With 45-Down, some
drawing rooms
20 *“Paul ___: Mall
Cop” (2009 comedy)
22 No longer in bed?
24 Ranted (at)
27 The “L” in this
store’s logo hints at the
store’s name
28 Temper, as metal
29 *Announce with
great fanfare
30 Grandpa Walton, for
short

31 “Guy’s Big Bite” Food
Network host
33 N.F.L. QB Carr
37 Articulated
39 *Feature of a 
24- and 36-Down
41 Tailor-made
42 What comes in
waves?
44 Cake finishers
46 Kauai keepsake
47 *Rock band with six
#1 British hits in the
1970s
49 The “se” in per se
51 Popular Jazz Age
instrument
54 Sea creature with
eight arms
55 Cabbage or kale
56 *Throwing ___ (diss-
ing someone publicly)
58 Bit of cream
59 Ice pad?
61 Going to experience
65 She, in Portuguese
66 *Not be a pig
67 Earth tone
68 Operated
69 Eye woes
70 *Pointed … and the
end of the word ladder

DDOOWWNN

1 “My man”
2 Upshot?
3 Winner of 46 gold
medals at the Rio
Olympics
4 Spry
5 Fortunetelling aid
6 Rep. or Dem., e.g.
7 Blind side?
8 Big ___
9 Book slips
10 Flight attendant
11 Cyber Monday busi-
ness
12 Stuff oneself
13 Ancient barbarians
21 Forgo the
teleprompter, say
23 Pentathlon needs
24 Item with a 39-
Across
25 End of ___
26 Not getting along
(with)
27 Part of a water 
park
29 Aid after a neck or
ankle injury
32 Skip over
34 Filled again, in a way

35 Mayella ___, “To Kill
a Mockingbird” charac-
ter
36 Item with a 39-
Across
38 Smooth cotton
thread
40 Jong who wrote
“Fear of Flying”
43 The Rebels of the
S.E.C.
45 See 19-Across
48 Land

50 Landfill emanation
51 Milk source
52 Marsupial without a
tail
53 Kind of renewal
56 Teed off
57 Dirt movers
60 Set (down)
62 Govt. loan backer
63 Top defenseman of
all time, per The
Hockey News
64 Workout unit

Keeping kids safe: Schools must get basics right
It is a matter of great
concern that sex 
education is not
imparted to boys. 
Boys need sex 
education more urgent-
ly than girls. They have
to be taught about
basic civil behaviour
and respect for
women’s bodies.

I think the time has
come for the Indian
government to hire
Amal Allana to get

back the Kohinoor —
and a bunch of other

stuff... She is the
only lawyer in the

world who will keep
the agenda in the

headlines, 24x7.

Devi Kar

REPORTERS’ DIARY
BAD STARS FOR YOGI
YOGI ADITYANATH is a troubled man these days.
Each time he tries to do some good work, something
goes wrong and he is left clearing up the mess. For
instance, when he visited the Taj Mahal this week and
hoped to put an end to all controversies, an attack on a
Swiss couple took place in the neighbouring Fatehpur
Sikri and the incident grabbed headlines.

In Lucknow, his ministers and legislators are adding
to his woes by fighting publicly and maligning the
image of the government. Top astrologers in the state
blame the wrong timing of Yogi’s swearing-in.

Apparently, when Yogi was sworn in as chief minis-
ter on March 19, the stars were not favourable.

“He was sworn in during ‘Kharmas’ — a period con-
sidered inauspicious in the Hindu calendar and for a
saint. He should have known better. Yogi should hold
an elaborate puja to counter the bad influence or else
his problems could increase,” said an astrologer.

The chief minister’s advisers also want him to take
remedial measures but the monk-turned-

politician apparently is too
busy to take time

off for a puja.

REAPING REVERSE RESULTS!
UNION HUMAN RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT minis-
ter Prakash Javadekar, who is in charge of Odisha’s
three Lok Sabha segments, might have put his rivals on
the mat on many occasions through his witty and
quirky remarks. He, however, did not know that he
would be paid in the same coin by a spokesperson of the
ruling BJD. In his recent trip to Bhubaneswar, the BJP
leader had his lunch at one D. Laxmi’s house in Buddha
Nagar, ostensibly to send a message across that his
party cares for the slum-dwellers. 

Journalists and still photographers were present at
the place to cover his “photo-op” show. After having his
meal, the minister said: “I was born in a poor family. So
I realise the problem of poverty. I am really happy for
having lunch today in the house of a poor person.”

When mediapersons went to BJD spokesperson
Tejeswar Parida for his comment on 
Mr Javadekar’s lunch in a slum-
dweller’s house, he said: “This
is clearly hypocrisy. If 
Mr Javadekar really cares
for slum-dwellers, he should
have taken piped
water supplied
to them.
Instead, he
drank miner-
al water of a
high-value
brand. This
is clearly
seen on tele-
vision scr-
eens. Many
of the dishes
appeared to
have been
brought from a five-star hotel in
the city.” Sources said 
Mr Javadekar, when he
cross-checked the fact,
found that the organis-
ers had forgotten to
hide the mineral water
bottles or remove the
labels on them. The dam-
age had already been
done!

‘Thank you for buying your wheel from us. We wondered if you’d
mind participating in a short survey about your purchase?’

Kishwar
Desai
London
Diary


